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GAS CYLINDER SERVICE
UPDATE

If you are an eco-village resident you will have received
information that NFD will cease to provide this service
from the end of December 2024.

After representation we have decided to change this to
April 1st 2025. The primary reasons for the change is
increase in staffing cost and the negative impact on NFD
cash flow as we pay for cylinders up  front.

Future changes in the Holiday Park accommodation will
also reduce gas requirements. From January 2025 there
will be an increase of 10% handling charge which will be
used to support increased staff costs.

We are aware that some community members are
already finding alternatives.

ELECTRICAL UPDATE

Excavations are currently happening in Pineridge close to
the Earthships and the new fence.

These are in preparation for an isolator to be fitted by
M&M electrical engineers, so that remaining compliance
work can be completed safely, which will happen in
February.

WINTER GRITTING

If you live in the eco-village you will see the NFD gritters
are out and about and my thanks to the staff who take
on this service and we are grateful for the appreciations
we receive for the service.

In the next edition we will provide information on how
the system works.
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SPARKING YOUR INTEREST

The Park Ecovillage has the rare distinction of having its
own electricity grid, supplied by its own turbines run by
Findhorn Wind Park (FWP). This is a vital part of our
long-term efforts to be a sustainable community.
If the wind blew all the time and demand on-site was
steady throughout the day, we would never need to buy
power from anywhere else, as our turbines produce
roughly as much in a year as we use in a year. However,
demand and supply are never so neatly matched, so FWP
buys in power when demand exceeds our production and
sells power to the Grid when we generate more than we
are using. Unfortunately, the unit price to import power
is roughly three times the unit price we receive for our
exports!

FWP cannot afford to sell power in the community at a
lower price than it has to pay to buy that power, so the
import price forms the basis on which retail power prices
in the Park are set. NFD adds a distribution charge to
cover the costs of running the power network in the
Park, and finally, the government adds 5% VAT to arrive
at the final price paid by residents.

FWP has always set the power prices to NFD so that Park
residents are not disadvantaged by NFD receiving the
supply from FWP rather than buying power directly from
a grid supplier at prices available to businesses.

The NFD costs of distributing power to individual
properties and administering the billing system must be
added to the bills to Park residents. Historically, the
total price paid by Park customers has often been a little
higher than the best rates available to customers outside
the Park. Occasionally, it has been lower, and when it
was much higher, FWP restricted profits on the power we
botlgi generated and sold on-site to discount bills for Park
residents.

Over the past year, FWP has taken two significant steps
to lower bills for Park residents:

FWP has gifted about £10,000 of ‘windfall’ profits from
its own accounts to reduce customers’ Dbills.
We are now very pleased to report that, due to a new
2-year import contract recently signed by FWP, from 1st
Jan 2025 power prices for Park residents will fall
significantly (by nearly 14% on  average).

The 2-year contract will provide both a lower price and
some welcome stability for residents for the next 2
years.

PITCHING IN

Over the past few weeks, the Holiday Park staff has been hard at
work upgrading their pitches to enhance the guest experience.

See the above picture for a glimpse of our new pitches.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 2

“All shall be well and all shall be well.. For there
is a force of love through the universe that holds
us fast and will never let you go”

DAME JULIAN OF NORWICH (C.1342-1461): FIRST WOMAN TO WRITE A BOOK IN THE

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
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